
Dear Rising Juniors, 

Once again we have prepared a summer reading assignment to help keep you on track for success in English III.  

Below you will find a list of reading options (choose one) and a reader response assignment. We hope this 

assignment is clear, but if you have questions feel free to contact me with any questions at this email address, 

mpmuse@wsfcs.k12.nc.us. We hope you have a wonderful summer and we look forward to working with you 

next year. (Synopses have been adapted from Amazon.com.) 

 

 

English III Summer Reading Options (You choose ONE) 

The Color of Water by James McBride (Available to borrow from Reynolds HS) 

James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own 

upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's 

Tribute to His White Mother. 

 

The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls (Recommended for all levels) 

This memoir explores a family that is both dysfunctional and vibrant. When sober, Jeannette’s 

brilliant father captured his children’s imagination. But when he drank, he was dishonest and 

destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred domesticity. The Walls children learned to 

take care of themselves, and eventually moved to New York. Their parents followed, choosing to be 

homeless as their children prospered.     

 

Into the Wild by John Krakauer (Recommended for Honors level.) 

Journalist John Krakauer pieces together the details of Chris McCandless’s journey and death in the 

Alaskan backcountry. In 1992 McCandless, a graduate from Emory University, gave away his 

savings and hitchhiked into Alaska. Four months after he walked into the wilderness, his 

decomposed body was found by hunters. Into the Wild examines Chris’s drive to explore the 

American wilderness and the blunders that led to his untimely death.  

 

Kindred by Octavia Butler (Recommended for all levels) 

Dana, a modern black woman, is transported to the antebellum South. After saving a drowning 

white boy, she finds herself staring into the barrel of a shotgun and is transported back to the present 

just in time to save her life. Dana is drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave quarters, and 

each time the stay grows longer and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not Dana's life 

will end, long before it has a chance to begin.   

 

The Rose That Grew from Concrete by Tupac Shakur (Recommended for Standard level) 

This collection of poetry honestly confronts topics from poverty and motherhood to Van Gogh and 

Mandela The poems are passionate, sometimes angry, and often compelling. Selections are 

reproduced from the originals in Shakur's handwriting, personalized by distinctive spelling, and 

complete with scratch outs and corrections.  

 

 

Reader’s Journal 

Students should collect 1-2 sentence quotes from the text and discuss the significance of the quotes in 2-3 

sentences. In discussing the significance, the students should connect the quotes to the plot, character 

development, or a major theme.  The length requirements are based upon the level of your course as outlined 

below: 

Standard English III – 10 quotes – a total of 2 pages* from one of the books listed above. 

Honors English III – 15 quotes – a total of 3 pages* from one of the books listed above. 

*One side of a page counts as one page, so front and back equals two pages.  
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